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The New Charity Economy – Emotions in the Transformation of Welfare State Arrangements

The emergence and establishment of food banks, soup kitchens, meal projects and social supermarkets since 1980s/1990s are indications of a new system of poverty alleviation. Its development has been parallel to and in conjunction with the welfare state's fight against poverty. However, the new system shows significant differences to the rights-based approach of welfare state institutions. The support takes place in form of the distribution of various surplus elementary goods to people in "need", it is realised through a secondary commodity cycle and it is based on the help of voluntary work and donations. We will argue that this system was developed in the "shadow of the welfare state" and can be characterised as a "New Charity Economy". It is symbol of a structural transformation of welfare state arrangements as a whole. Part of the transformation is a significant change regarding the role of emotional as part of the support. While the modern, rights-based welfare state purposefully replaces emotional involvement with social rights, the "New Charity Economy" is very much founded on a special emotional relationship between those providing support and those receiving it. 
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