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Abstract:

In 1967, the Indian Pandit Gopi Krishna (1903-1984) published his autobiographical account, Kundalini. The
Evolutionary Energy in Man. The book revolves around a bodily experience, which he interpreted as the
awakening of the Tantric energy notion of kundalini. Research into kundalini thenceforth developed into
the major aim of his life. Along with a growing group of international collaborators, Krishna founded the
Kundalini Research Foundation, aiming to shed light on kundalini’s enigmatic nature. These collaborations
were increasingly embedded in a global network of practitioners, scholars, and religious protagonists. From
1970 through the mid-1980s branches opened in India, Europe, and North America-all promoting Krishna’s
ideas and writings.

This paper aims to investigate organization, structure, and activities of the Kundalini Research Foundation
and its associated global network of kundalini aficionados. Moreover, highlighting Krishna’s role as imitator
of global research endeavors sheds light on the transnational aspect of modern kundalini discourses. For a
comprehensive understanding of modern perspectives on kundalini, it is thus indispensable to analyze the
activities of Krishna’s Kundalini Research Foundations—a cultural phenomenon that scholars have hitherto
paid little attention to.
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