FACULTY
JOURNALISM AND

COMMUNICATION STUDIES

Project fundedby DICITAL AND DATA LITERACY
IN TEACHING LAB

2% Universitdit Hamburg
DER FORSCHUNG | DER LEHRE | DER BILDUNG

: ' A ) —— bescheinigt Letzter Gen
“2r, der sich ein kleif® THEE 5N ! Fanatism?;s“ :
,chichte interessie & §IFE g

.‘

:

b * ®
R -,

DER SPIEGEL

Louisa Proschel, Hendrik Meyer, Michael Bruggemann

DOES JOURNALISM REFLECT POLARIZED ONLINE NETWORKS?
DISCOURSES ON THE 'LAST GENERATION" IN (SOCIAL) MEDIA

Overall Research Question: STEP 1. IDENTIFYING POLARIZATION ONLINE

How do polarized social media debates on
climate protest movements influence - Twitter data: Automated Network Analysis (N="1,700,000 posts)

journalistic reporting? - Most promoted content per community

- Coding of (extreme frames) (N = 3,000 posts)

- Derivation of language patterns for frames:

-> Autom. approaches: BERT-/transformer-based, trained classifiers & dictionaries per frame

RQ1: What are the polarized frames of scoial
media debates on the ,Last Generation®?

RQ2: How do these frames emerge and spread
In comparison to German news reporting?

Distribution of Frames

Frotesters = murderers/terrorists o 31%
~1,700,000(Re)-Tweets Calls forflack of action
& ~7,000 (Online-) Articles Defending protesters
scraped/collected from 2022-01-01 to 2023-06-01 Defamatory Qut-Group Construction
Unjustified legal measures against protesters
Call forlfapproval of police/legal action 44%

Twitter Networks: Alignment of Protesters = dangerous

Frames and Communit Structure Highlighting democratic nature of protests
y | Stressing CC reality/urgency

Corrupted sectarians
Classicist double-standards
Unjustified viclence against protesters

C-ategory

Doomsday scenarios
Cultural/Journalistic Decay

Reporting/other
Denial of CC reality
Too disruptive protests

Pro protesters: moderate Call for violence
| Pro protesters: extreme|defamatory Rejection of policy demands
Reflexive/constructive in-group critique
Anti protesters: moderate Defamatory Out-Group Construction
| Anti protesters: extreme |defamatory ot |

STEP 2: AUTOMATED COMPARISON WITH LANGUAGE PATTERNS IN JOURNALISM

- (Online-)Articles: Automated analysis of most relevant German outlets (N =~ 7,000) o o an e
- Use of coded Twitter data as foundation for machine learning and word pattern analysis Negativity bias = “Pro” minus “Anti" frame usage
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Preliminary Results:
- The entire journ. media landscape is highly interconnected with language that is used online Handelsblatt
- Most extreme frames (e.g., murderers, climate terrorists) were first promoted in journalism Taz .
(beginning 2022) but then accelerated online during times of escalation online o
. . o . L . Die Zeit -
- Synergetic dynamics: very similar language and frame emergence in journalistic/online content E
- Right-wing and populist media utilize negative (extreme) online frames much more frequently Hannoversche
- However, media outlets mostly reproduce the negative online narratives of "Last Generation” SZ I
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